ROOTS

Taking a Look at the Underbelly of What Sources Our Faith

The Blessed Hope!

WHAT WE HAVE DISCOVERED

A.

F.

Expressing Christ in Our Life

1. Regeneration — A change takes place
2. Justification — A declaration takes place
3. Sanctification — A separation takes place

Identification with Christ
1. Examining Romans 6

Sanctification

Overcoming the “Carnal” Side of Life

Spiritual War

1. Grace to overcome temptation

2. Overcoming strongholds

3. Deliverance from demonic strongholds

Acts 17:28 For in him we live and move and have our being...” (NIV)

WHEN WE CONSIDER WHAT “SOURCES” OUR FAITH, CHRIST-
FOLLOWERS MUST ALWAYS BE STRENGTHENED BY THEIR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE FUTURE!

A.

Romans 8:18-25 '8 “Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the
glory he will reveal to us later. *° For all creation is waiting eagerly for that
future day when God will reveal who his children really are. ?° Against its
will, all creation was subjected to God’s curse. But with eager hope, ** the
creation looks forward to the day when it will join God’s children in glorious
freedom from death and decay. % For we know that all creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. * And
we believers also groan, even though we have the Holy Spirit within us as
a foretaste of future glory, for we long for our bodies to be released from
sin and suffering. We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will
give us our full rights as his adopted children, including the new bodies he
has promised us.”
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B.

(Cont.) * We were given this hope when we were saved. (If we already
have something, we don’t need to hope for it. >° But if we look forward to
something we don’t yet have, we must wait patiently and confidently.)”
(NLT)

1. Hope is yet not realized UNTIL the Lord returns and truly restores
us to our eternal state. Everything we have preached and longed
for will be seen as it truly is!

a. We must wait — patiently AND confidently!

II. THE FUTURE UNVEILED

A.

The

1. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 * And now, dear brothers and sisters, we
want you to know what will happen to the believers who have died
so you will not grieve like people who have no hope. * For since we
believe that Jesus died and was raised to life again, we also believe
that when Jesus returns, God will bring back with him the believers
who have died. ® We tell you this directly from the Lord: We who
are still living when the Lord returns will not meet him ahead of
those who have died. * For the Lord himself will come down from
heaven with a commanding shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trumpet call of God. First, the Christians who have
died will rise from their graves. * Then, together with them, we who
are still alive and remain on the earth will be caught up in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Then we will be with the Lord
forever. *So encourage each other with these words” (NLT)

The

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 * Now concerning how and when all this
will happen, dear brothers and sisters, we don't really need to write
you. 2 For you know quite well that the day of the Lord’s return will
come unexpectedly, like a thief in the night. * When people are
saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then disaster will fall
on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin.
And there will be no escape. * But you aren't in the dark about these
things, dear brothers and sisters, and you won'’t be surprised when
the day of the Lord comes like a thief, ® For you are all children of
the light and of the day; we don’t belong to darkness and night. ® So
be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert and be
clearheaded. " Night is the time when people sleep and drinkers
get drunk. ® But let us who live in the light be clearheaded,
protected by the armor of faith and love, and wearing as our helmet
the confidence of our salvation.”
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The

The

Our

(Cont.) ° For God chose to save us through our Lord Jesus Christ,
not to pour out his anger on us. * Christ died for us so that, whether
we are dead or alive when he returns, we can live with him forever.
1 So encourage each other and build each other up, just as
you are already doing.” (NLT)

Acts 1:6-11 °So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are
you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" "He said to
them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set
by his own authority. ®But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth." °After he said this, he was taken up before their very
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. ®*They were looking
intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men
dressed in white stood beside them. *"Men of Galilee," they said,
"why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who
has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same
way you have seen him go into heaven." (NIV)

Mark 16:14-20 “Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were
eating; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn
refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had risen. *He
said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news
to all creation. *Whoever believes and is baptized will be
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. *and
these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name
they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; *
they will pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink
deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; they will place their
hands on sick people, and they will get well." *“After the Lord
Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into heaven and he
sat at the right hand of God. ®Then the disciples went out and
preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and
confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it.” (NIV)

Revelation 21:1-6 ‘Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for
the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and there was
no longer any sea. ? saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband.
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The

(Cont.) *And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the
dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be
his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He
will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed
away." °*He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making
everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words
are trustworthy and true. " *He said to me: "It is done. | am the
Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who
is thirsty | will give to drink without cost from the spring of the
water of life. 'He who overcomes will inherit all this, and | will
be his God and he will be my son. ®But the cowardly, the
unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will
be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."
(NIV)

Revelation 21:22-27 %1 did not see a temple in the city, because
the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. #The city
does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory
of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. #The nations
will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their
splendor into it. #On no day will its gates ever be shut, for
there will be no night there. *The glory and honor of the nations
will be brought into it. # Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those
whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. (NIV)
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